
Request for Qualifications (RFQ)
Starling Garage Murals, Scioto Peninsula

Columbus Downtown Development Corporation (CDDC)
and Capitol South Community Urban Redevelopment Corporation

Issue Date: October 4, 2021
Due Date: November 4, 2021

CDDC is a private, non-profit development corporation with a mission to lead city-changing
projects in the heart of Ohio’s capital city. CDDC served as the Master Developer for the
Columbus Commons project, an award-winning, mixed-use development, and redeveloped the
700,000 square-foot Lazarus Office Building. In addition, CDDC developed key placemaking
spaces such as the Scioto Mile and Dorrian Green, as well as cultural institutions like the
first-ever satellite location of the American Museum of National History at COSI and the new
National Veterans Memorial and Museum.

CDDC is leading the effort on The Peninsula and has selected development partners to execute
the vision for an active, mixed-use 18-hour district. The Peninsula will be home to miles of
waterfront views and pathways, acres and acres of parks and community greenspaces, conveniently
connected bike trails, easy access to Scioto River canoeing and kayaking, and close proximity to
Downtown’s most popular places, happenings, and events. Phase One is also bringing thoroughly
modern office spaces, a premier hotel, resort-style residential living, and exceptional shopping and
dining experiences.

PROJECT PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND
To accommodate the new users of the Peninsula, two garages fronting Starling and State Streets
have been constructed and are anticipated to open in June of 2022. To complement the catalytic
investments on the Peninsula, CDDC is seeking to place three murals on the Starling Garage at the
pedestrian level. Each mural will be on concrete board that will be affixed to the garage.

A budget of $7,000.00 has been allocated for each of the three murals and is all inclusive of any
equipment rental, materials, and artist fee.

A stipend of $300.00 will be provided for up to six finalists for the development of concepts.
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MURAL WALLS AND DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
There are a number of site opportunities on the parking garages and the final 3 locations will be
determined once artists have been selected. The approximate dimensions of each mural will be
Mural 1: 10’11”W x 9’8”H, Mural 2: 11’4” W x 11’8” H, and Mural 3: 15’W x 11’8”H.  Your submission
is for one of three murals and the sizes listed above could change depending on the selection of
final locations.

Renderings of potential locations are represented in Exhibit A and are represented by the yellow
bounding boxes. A separate RFQ is seeking sculptural elements for the elevator towers that are
bounded in red.

Artists are encouraged to consider the following design objectives:
● Deliver iconic imagery
● Create a memorable and engaging aesthetic
● Reinforce community-building: Welcoming to All!
● Consider Columbus’ open and smart outlook
● Be inspired by Columbus’ history

RESPONDING TO THIS REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
Please send a proposal addressing the following:

● Cover Letter (1 page)
○ Contact Information
○ Statement of interest

● Artist(s) Qualifications (1 to 3 pages)
○ Participating artist(s)
○ Lead artist(s) profile
○ Relevant project experience with murals and large-scale public art
○ No less than three references

● Up to 10 Images of Past Work (As many pages as needed)
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○ The following information should be included for each image:
■ Title of the Work
■ Location of the Work
■ Year Completed

● Submission Format: Responses shall be submitted as a single PDF file via email to
Amanda Golden at amanda@designinglocal.com. An acknowledgement of receipt will be
sent upon submission.

● Due Date: 5:00pm on Thursday, November 4, 2021

SELECTION PROCESS AND BUDGET
Interested and qualified Central Ohio artists should respond to this Request for Qualifications per the
instructions outlined above. CDDC will invite up to six (6) artists (or artist teams) to develop concepts
for consideration. A stipend of $300 will be paid to each artist or artist team.

Upon selection, a binding fee and schedule will be requested from the preferred artist(s) for a scope
of services that will include: finalizing mural design and treatment, developing renderings, preparing
wall surface (materiality is currently being explored), and installing art. Note that all files, images,
graphics, etc., related to the mural must be provided in electronic format.

PROJECT SCHEDULE
November 4, 2021: RFQ Responses due at 5:00 pm EST
Week of November 15, 2021: Finalists Announced
January 2022: Concepts Due from Finalists
February 2022: Presentation of Concepts to Columbus Art Commission
May 2022: Mural Installation

POINT OF CONTACT
Direct all inquiries to Amanda Golden, Managing Principal of Designing Local.

Contact information:
amanda@designinglocal.com
706-346-5696
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